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4th Grade Citrus Unit – California Agriculture Fact Sheet
Food Facts  
1. California has been the number one food and agricultural producer in the United States for more than 50 consecutive years. 

2. More than half the nation's fruit, nuts, and vegetables come from here. 

3. California is the nation's number one dairy state. 
4. California's leading commodity is milk and cream. Grapes are second. 

5. California's leading export crop is almonds. 

6. Nationally, products exclusively grown (99% or more) in California include almonds, artichokes, dates, figs, kiwifruit, olives, persimmons, pistachios, prunes, raisins, clovers, and walnuts. 

7. From 70 to 80% of all ripe olives are grown in California. 

8. California is the nation's leading producer of strawberries, averaging 1.4 billion pounds of strawberries or 83% of the country's total fresh and frozen strawberry production. Approximately 12% of the crop is exported to Canada, Mexico, United Kingdom, Hong Kong and Japan primarily. The value of the California strawberry crop is approximately $700 million with related employment of more than 48,000 people. 
9. California produces 25% of the nation's onions and 43% of the nation's green onions. 

10. Gilroy, California, "Garlic Capitol of the World," has hosted 2 million at the annual Gilroy Garlic Festival.
More than 350 crops are grown in California, with over half the country’s nuts, fruits and vegetables coming from the state. Major products include alfalfa, apples, avocados, barley, broccoli, carrots, celery, citrus fruits, cotton, flowers, garlic, grapes, greenhouse plants, lettuce, maize, melons, rice, strawberries and tomatoes. Grown almost exclusively in California are almonds, apricots, artichokes, dates, kiwi fruit, olives, persimmons, pistachios, prunes and raisins. The state’s number one crop is cotton. 

Dairy products, including milk, cheese, butter and eggs, contribute greatly to the economy, with milk being the leading farm commodity. The second leading product is beef cattle. 

Some counties and their most important products include: 

Fresno - cotton, grapes, poultry. 

Imperial - alfalfa, cattle, lettuce. 

Kern - almonds, cotton, grapes. 

Merced - almonds, cheese, chickens, milk. 

Monterey - broccoli, lettuce, strawberries. 

Riverside - eggs, grapes, milk. 

San Bernardino - citrus, dairy, grapes. 

San Diego - avocados, eggs, greenhouse products. 

San Joaquin - almonds, cotton, grapes, milk. 

Stanislaus - almonds, chickens, milk. 

Tulare - grapes, milk, oranges. 

























