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The Architectural Influences of the Mission Inn

Introduction:

In Europe, from the 14th to the 16th Centuries there was a new cultural movement known as the Renaissance – “Rebirth” – in which Classical Greek and Roman thought and material culture were revived and developed.  An important center for the development of this Renaissance was Florence Italy, known for its magnificent art, architecture and Humanist ideas.  

This “rebirth” of the classical was most apparent in the architecture of the time, visible in many elements reflective of ancient buildings, particularly of Rome and Greece.  There was an emphasis on symmetry, mathematical proportions, geometrically-perfect designs, and orderly arrangements of columns, semicircular arches and hemispherical domes.  Balance and regularity replaced the haphazard proportions and irregular building facades preceding the new Renaissance style, referred to by those at the time as all’Antica, “in the Antique manner.”

Renaissance architects no longer used the shape of the cross as a foundation for their constructions; instead they used the circle.  They believed that ancient mathematicians associated circles with perfection and thus, architects used the circle to represent the perfection of God.

Most homes of the wealthy were built around a courtyard, a style adopted from the Romans.  Facades of buildings were applied in simple, symmetrical decorations and many also featured columns, all reminiscent of ancient temples.

This style of architecture can be seen throughout the modern world as well.  In Riverside, the Mission Inn is a superb example of an artful blend of classical Renaissance and Early California Mission architecture in addition to influences from around the world, including Islamic and Asian art.  The two photographs above illustrate that influence – the one on the left is the Renaissance building, Duomo (Cathedral) of Florence, Italy and the one on the right is one view of the Mission Inn.  What do they have in common?
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